
Page 31 TITLE 41—PUBLIC CONTRACTS § 103 

1 See References in Text note below. 

ations of the Government agencies under this 
chapter. 

(b) Repealed. Oct. 31, 1951, ch. 654, § 1(110), 65 
Stat. 705. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 358, § 2, 58 Stat. 649; Oct. 31, 1951, 
ch. 654, § 1(110), 65 Stat. 705.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1951—Subsec. (b). Act Oct. 31, 1949, repealed subsec. 

(b) which related to reports to Congress. 

§ 103. Definitions 

As used in this chapter— 
(a) The term ‘‘prime contract’’ means any con-

tract, agreement, or purchase order heretofore 
or hereafter entered into by a contracting agen-
cy and connected with or related to the prosecu-
tion of the war; and the term ‘‘prime contrac-
tor’’ means any holder of one or more prime 
contracts. 

(b) The term ‘‘subcontract’’ means any con-
tract, agreement, or purchase order heretofore 
or hereafter entered into to perform any work, 
or to make or furnish any material to the extent 
that such work or material is required for the 
performance of any one or more prime contracts 
or of any one or more other subcontracts; and 
the term ‘‘subcontractor’’ means any holder of 
one or more subcontracts. 

(c) The term ‘‘war contract’’ means a prime 
contract or a subcontract; and the term ‘‘war 
contractor’’ means any holder of one or more 
war contracts. 

(d) The terms ‘‘termination’’, ‘‘terminate’’ and 
‘‘terminated’’ refer to the termination or can-
cellation, in whole or in part, of work under a 
prime contract for the convenience or at the op-
tion of the Government (except for default of 
the prime contractor) or of work under a sub-
contract for any reason except the default of the 
subcontractor. 

(e) The term ‘‘material’’ includes any article, 
commodity, machinery, equipment, accessory, 
part, component, assembly, work in process, 
maintenance, repair, and operating supplies, and 
any product of any kind. 

(f) The term ‘‘Government agency’’ means any 
executive department of the Government, or any 
administrative unit or subdivision thereof, any 
independent agency or any corporation owned or 
controlled by the United States in the executive 
branch of the Government, and includes any 
contracting agency. 

(g) The term ‘‘contracting agency’’ means any 
Government agency, which has been or hereafter 
may be authorized to make contracts pursuant 
to section 611 1 of Appendix to title 50, and in-
cludes the Reconstruction Finance Corporation 
and any corporation organized pursuant to the 
Reconstruction Finance Corporation Act, and 
the Secretary of Commerce. 

(h) The term ‘‘termination claim’’ means any 
claim or demand by a war contractor for fair 
compensation for the termination of any war 
contract and any other claim under a termi-
nated war contract, which regulations pre-
scribed under this chapter authorize to be as-
serted and settled in connection with any termi-
nation settlement. 

(i) The term ‘‘interim financing’’ includes ad-
vance payments, partial payments, loans, dis-
counts, advances, and commitments in connec-
tion therewith, and guaranties of loans, dis-
counts, advances, and commitments in connec-
tion therewith and any other type of financing 
made in contemplation of or related to termi-
nation of war contracts. 

(j) The term ‘‘Administrator’’ means the Ad-
ministrator of General Services. 

(k) The term ‘‘person’’ means any individual, 
corporation, partnership, firm, association, 
trust, estate, or other entity. 

(l) The term ‘‘termination inventory’’ means 
any materials (including a proper part of any 
common materials), properly allocable to the 
terminated portion of a war contract, except 
any machinery or equipment subject to a sepa-
rate contract specifically governing the use or 
disposition thereof. 

(m) The term ‘‘final and conclusive’’, as ap-
plied to any settlement, finding, or decision, 
means that such settlement, finding, or decision 
shall not be reopened, annulled, modified, set 
aside, or disregarded by any officer, employee, 
or agent of the United States or in any suit, ac-
tion, or proceeding except as provided in this 
chapter. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 358, § 3, 58 Stat. 650; Ex. Ord. No. 
9638, § 1, eff. Oct. 4, 1945, 10 F.R. 12591; Ex. Ord. 
No. 9809, §§ 1, 8 eff. Dec. 12, 1946, 11 F.R. 14281; Ex. 
Ord. No. 9841, §§ 101, 203, eff. Apr. 23, 1947, 12 F.R. 
2645; June 30, 1947, ch. 166, title II, § 207, 61 Stat. 
209; 1947 Reorg. Plan No. 1, § 201, eff. July 1, 1947, 
12 F.R. 4534, 61 Stat. 951; June 30, 1949, ch. 288, 
title I, § 102(b), 63 Stat. 380.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 611 of Appendix to title 50, referred to in sub-

sec. (g), was repealed by Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 

1966, 80 Stat. 651. See section 1431 et seq. of Title 50, 

War and National Defense. 

The Reconstruction Finance Corporation Act, re-

ferred to in subsec. (g), is act Jan. 22, 1932, ch. 8, 47 

Stat. 5, as amended, which was classified to chapter 14 

(§ 601 et seq.) of Title 15, Commerce and Trade, and has 

been eliminated from the Code. For complete classi-

fication of this Act to the Code prior to its elimination 

from the Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

In subsec. (g), the Smaller War Plants Corporation 

was omitted from the definition of the term ‘‘contract-

ing agency,’’ in subsec. (g) on the authority of section 

207 of Act June 30, 1947, which provided: ‘‘The liquida-

tion of the affairs of the Smaller War Plants Corpora-

tion administered by the Reconstruction Finance Cor-

poration pursuant to Executive Order 9665 shall be car-

ried out by the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, 

notwithstanding the provisions of the last paragraph of 

section 5 of the First War Powers Act, 1941 [section 605 

of Title 50, Appendix, War and National Defense]. The 

Smaller War Plants Corporation is hereby abolished.’’ 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

In subsec. (g), ‘‘Secretary of Commerce’’ substituted 

for ‘‘War Production Board’’ in view of transfer of War 

Production Board functions to Civilian Production Ad-

ministration, then to Office of Temporary Controls, 

and then to Secretary of Commerce by Ex. Ord. Nos. 

9638, 9809, and 9841. 

In subsec. (j), functions of Director of Contract Set-

tlement transferred to Secretary of the Treasury by 

Ex. Ord. No. 9809, § 8, and Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1947, § 201, 
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were retransferred to Administrator of General Serv-

ices by section 102(b) of act June 30, 1949, ch. 288, 63 

Stat. 380, which was classified to section 752(b) of 

former Title 40, Public Buildings, Property, and Works, 

and was repealed by Pub. L. 107–217, § 6(b), Aug. 21, 2002, 

116 Stat. 1304. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Transfer of functions by act June 30, 1949, effective 

July 1, 1949, see section 605, formerly section 505, of act 

June 30, 1949, ch. 288, 63 Stat. 403; renumbered by act 

Sept. 5, 1950, ch. 849, § 6(a), (b), 64 Stat. 583. 

ABOLITION OF RECONSTRUCTION FINANCE CORPORATION 

Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1957, § 6(a), eff. June 30, 1957, 22 

F.R. 4633, 71 Stat. 647, set out in the Appendix to Title 

5, Government Organization and Employees, abolished 

Reconstruction Finance Corporation. 

§ 104. Administration of chapter 

(a) Repealed. Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 1966, 
80 Stat. 652 

(b) Rules and regulations 

In order to insure uniform and efficient ad-
ministration of the provisions of this chapter, 
the Administrator of General Services, subject 
to such provisions, by general orders or general 
regulations— 

(1) shall prescribe policies, principles, meth-
ods, procedures, and standards to govern the 
exercise of the authority and discretion and 
the performance of the duties and functions of 
all Government agencies under this chapter; 
and 

(2) may require or restrict the exercise of 
any such authority and discretion, or the per-
formance of any such duty or function, to such 
extent as he deems necessary to carry out the 
provisions of this chapter. 

(c) Compliance 

The exercise of any authority or discretion 
and the performance of any duty or function, 
conferred or imposed on any Government agency 
by this chapter, shall be subject to such orders 
and regulations prescribed by the Administrator 
of General Services pursuant to subsection (b) of 
this section. Each Government agency shall 
carry out such orders and regulations of the Ad-
ministrator of General Services expeditiously, 
and shall issue such regulations with respect to 
its operations and procedures as may be nec-
essary to carry out the policies, principles, 
methods, procedures, and standards prescribed 
by the Administrator of General Services. Any 
Government agency may issue such further reg-
ulations not inconsistent with the general or-
ders or regulations of the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services as it deems necessary or desirable 
to carry out the provisions of this chapter. 

(d) Personnel; supplies, facilities, and services 

The Administrator of General Services may, 
within the limits of funds which may be made 
available, employ and fix the compensation of 
necessary personnel in accordance with the pro-
visions of the civil-service laws and chapter 51 
and subchapter III of chapter 53 of title 5, and 
make expenditures for supplies, facilities, and 
services necessary for the performance of his 
functions under this chapter. Without regard to 
the provisions of the civil-service laws, he may 

employ certified public accountants, qualified 
cost accountants, industrial engineers, apprais-
ers, and other experts, and contract with cer-
tified public accounting firms and qualified 
firms of engineers in the discharge of the duties 
imposed upon him and in furtherance of the ob-
jectives and policies of this chapter. The Admin-
istrator of General Services shall perform the 
duties imposed upon him through the personnel 
and facilities of the contracting agencies and 
other established Government agencies, to the 
extent that this does not interfere with the 
function of the Administrator of General Serv-
ices to insure uniform and efficient administra-
tion of the provisions of this chapter. 

(e) Publication in Federal Register 

All orders and regulations prescribed by the 
Administrator of General Services or any Gov-
ernment agency under this chapter shall be pub-
lished in the Federal Register. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 358, § 4, 58 Stat. 651; Ex. Ord. No. 
9809, § 8, eff. Dec. 12, 1946, 11 F.R. 14281; 1947 
Reorg. Plan No. 1, § 201, eff. July 1, 1947, 12 F.R. 
4534, 61 Stat. 951; June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title I, 
§ 102(b), 63 Stat. 380; Oct. 28, 1949, ch. 782, title XI, 
§ 1106(a), 63 Stat. 972; Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), Sept. 
6, 1966, 80 Stat. 652.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The civil-service laws, referred to in subsec. (d), are 
set forth in Title 5, Government Organization and Em-
ployees. See, particularly, section 3301 et seq. of Title 
5. 

CODIFICATION 

In subsec. (d) of this section, ‘‘chapter 51 and sub-
chapter III of chapter 53’’ substituted for ‘‘the Classi-
fication Act of 1949’’ on authority of Pub. L. 89–554, 
§ 7(b), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 631, the first section of 
which enacted Title 5, Government Organization and 
Employees. 

In the second sentence of this section, provisions that 
authorized the appointment of a Deputy Director and 
that authorized the employment of certified public ac-
countants, qualified cost accountants, industrial engi-
neers, appraisers, and other experts without regard to 
‘‘the Classification Act of 1923’’, were omitted as obso-
lete. Sections 1202 and 1204 of the Classification Act of 
1949, 63 Stat. 972, 973, repealed the 1923 Act and all laws 
or parts of laws inconsistent with the 1949 Act. While 
section 1106(a) of the 1949 Act provided that references 
in other laws to the 1923 Act should be held and consid-
ered to mean the 1949 Act, it did not have the effect of 
continuing the exceptions contained in this sentence 
because of section 1106(b) which provided that the ap-
plication of the 1949 Act to any position, officer, or em-
ployee shall not be affected by section 1106(a). The 
Classification Act of 1949 was repealed by Pub. L. 
89–554, Sept. 6, 1966, § 8(a), 80 Stat. 632 (of which section 
1 revised and enacted Title 5 into law). Section 5102 of 
Title 5 contains the applicability provisions of the 1949 
Act, and section 5103 of Title 5 authorizes the Office of 
Personnel Management to determine the applicability 
to specific positions and employees. 

AMENDMENTS 

1966—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 89–554 repealed subsec. (a) 
which provided for the appointment, pay, and term of 
the Director of Contract Settlement. This office was 
abolished previously by Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1947. 

1949—Subsec. (d). Act Oct. 28, 1949, substituted ‘‘Clas-
sification Act of 1949’’ for ‘‘Classification Act of 1923’’. 

REPEALS 

Act Oct. 28, 1949, ch. 782, cited as a credit to this sec-

tion, was repealed (subject to a savings clause) by Pub. 

L. 89–554, Sept. 6, 1966, § 8, 80 Stat. 632, 655. 
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